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THE GOOSE CREEK JOURNAL 
Congregation Discerns to Move Forward 

with Disaffiliation Vote in January 

After five months of discernment meetings, 

heartfelt discussions, and prayer, our con-

gregation has discerned to go forward with 

a disaffiliation meeting on January 22, 2023.  

If 2/3 of official roll members in good 

standing (regular attendees) vote to disaffil-

iate, our congregation will leave the United 

Methodist Church and become independent 

for the near term.  The disaffiliation would 

only be effective after ratification by the 

Kentucky Annual Conference in June 2023. 

We are not alone in this decision.  Several 

hundred United Methodist Churches across 

the nation have already disaffiliated and 

more are headed in that direction.  Some are 

remaining independent; many are joining 

the conservative Global Methodist Church.  

At the heart of this exodus is a pattern of 

disregard for our church law as contained in 

our Book of Discipline. The current wording, 

found in ¶161(F) affirms that “all persons 

are individuals of sacred worth, created in 

the image of God,” and states our denomina-

tion’s conservative position on a long-

standing issue: “The United Methodist 

Church does not condone the practice of ho-

mosexuality and considers this practice in-

compatible with Christian teaching.” This 

statement reflects our understanding of 

the holy scriptures.  Following the legal 

voting procedure which affirmed the 

wording, some of the progressive mem-

bers of the 2019 General Conference de-

clared openly they would not abide by 

this ruling.  Openly gay pastors continue 

to perform gay marriages, without charg-

es as required by the current Discipline.  

From such obvious irreconcilable differ-

ences among the delegates, the tradition-

alists then supported an addition to the 

Discipline.  Paragraph ¶2553 was adopt-

ed to allow any United Methodist Church 

to disaffiliate from the denomination on 

grounds of conscientious objection to ho-

mosexual pastors and marriages. As a 

condition of disaffiliation, our church re-

tains our property, but it will cost us ap-

proximately $32,000 in future apportion-

ments and unfunded pensions liability.  

The payment is to ensure the ongoing 

stability of connected ministries of the 

denomination during this transition peri-

od.  We have until May 1, 2023, to pro-

vide full payment.  Please pray for God’s 

Spirit to guide us through this crossroads 

moment and the days that follow. 
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Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 

Upcoming Dates 
Check church website or 
bulletins for updates and 

changes throughout the quarter. 
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Jan 6  Carol Payton 

Jan 7  Cori Cox 

Jan 21 Tommy Hockensmith 

Jan 24  Kira Terhune 

Jan 29  Anniston Haydon 

Jan 30  Marilyn Glass 

Jan 31  Wyatt & Thomas Hocken-

smith 

Jan 31A Kenny & Marilyn Glass 

Feb  1  Peyton Spicer 

Feb 11  Debbie Haydon 

Feb 12  Darian Payton 

Feb 13  Janet Cox 

Feb 14A  Kevin & Janet Cox 

Feb 21  Lynn Stivers 

Feb 24  Kevin Cox 

Feb 28  Greg Florence 

Mar  9  Will Blair 

Mar 10  Sherry Ramsey 

Mar 23  Dale Hickman 

Mar 28A  Glenn & Teresa Walker 

Jan 1  - Epiphany Sunday 

Jan 8 -  Baptism of the Lord Sun-

day 

Jan 15 - Human Relations Day 

Jan 15 -  Council Meeting 

Jan 22 - 2 p.m. - Disaffiliation 

Vote Meeting  

Feb 18 - Church Outing for 

Lunch 

Feb  19 - Transfiguration Sunday 

Feb 22 - Ash Wednesday / Lent 

Begins (fasting) 

Mar 3 -  World Day of Prayer 

Mar 12 - DST Begins 

Mar 19 -  Council Meeting 

Apr 2 - Palm Sunday 

Apr 6 - 7 pm  Holy Thursday Ser-

vice at GUMC 

Apr 7 - 7 pm  Good Friday Ser-

vice at GBC / Passover 

Apr 8 -  2 pm  Easter Egg Hunt 

Apr 9 - EASTER SUNDAY—

breakfast at 9:30 am 

FRANKFORT FROSTY 5K CHARITY RUN 

The annual Frankfort Frosty 5K Run / Walk was held on December 4 

at Lakeview Park.  Pastor Glenn and Carol Payton represented our 

church at the event.  Money raised helps support First United Meth-

odist Church’s Honduras Medical Mission, the Mission Frankfort Clin-

ic, and Water With Blessings ministry.  Raffles were also used to raise 

additional funds, and pictures with Santa (and the Wildcat mascot) 

were available.  This annual event is typically held on the first Sunday 

in December. 

Pastor Glenn and Carol 

Payton represented our 

church in the annual Frosty 

5K.  Money raised helps 

support local missions. 

The church achieved a 

new record in Christmas 

Shoeboxes—a total of 43!  

These were delivered to 

two separate drop-off 

points to allow wider dis-

persion of gifts around the 

world.  Our shoeboxes are 

destined for at least four 

countries: Peru, Ukraine, 

Mali, and Paraguay. 
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Two More of Congregation 
Attend an Emmaus Walk 

Children’s Sabbath in 

October focused on a re-

telling of the gospel story 

using artwork on an ea-

sel.  When sin blocked our 

path to God, He sent His 

Son and a star to light the 

way home.  The cross be-

came the bridge back to 

God and eternal life. 

A new survey 

was made of 

G r a e f e n b u r g 

Cemetery to 

help establish 

a new deed for 

the LLC that 

manages it. 

Juett Stucker 

and Ken Ter-

hune are our 

representatives 

on the LLC 

group.  Pastor 

Glenn conduct-

ed the survey 

and provided the group with a plat map of distances 

and angles from which acreage can be determined. 

After three years of no retreats due to Covid con-

cerns, the Lexington Emmaus Community re-

sumed hosting “Emmaus Walks” at Asbury Semi-

nary in Wilmore.  Wanda Reed and Jo Blair attend-

ed Women’s Walk #144 in September.  This 3-day 

retreat is a wonderful experience of re-learning 

about God’s grace and the Christian life while be-

ing showered with special gifts and unselfish ser-

vice by the Emmaus team.  Talk to the pastor on 

how to get in on the next Emmaus Walk in April! 

Congregation wrap-

ping Christmas gifts 

for a local family 

whose children at-

tend Heritage Ele-

mentary School. 

Trunk R Treat was very successful this year. Several fami-

lies with children stopped by to grab some goodies.  One 

parent stated he takes his children only to churches be-

cause he knows he can trust the candy they get from 

there.  Now that’s a testimony of trust! 

Plenty of good 

finger foods to 

go around at 

the Parsonage 

Open House.  

Thanks to every-

one who came - 

it was truly a 

warm, grace-

filled, joyful 

time to gather 

as the family of 

God at Christ-

mas. 
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more about the kingdom of 
God and live it out daily.  Peter 
warns us to be ready at any 
time to defend our faith. (1Pt. 
3:15) Enter a branch of Chris-
tian ministry known as apolo-
getics, and it has nothing to do 
with apologizing for our faith.  
On the contrary, this arm of 
ministry calls on us to defend 
our faith against attacks.  To be 
confident enough in our 
knowledge of Scriptures and 

Take away the Bible as the ab-
solute Truth in life and you are 
left with a hollowed out social 
order called “religion.” Such 
would contain no real answers 
for life’s difficult questions.  Mo-
rality becomes relative to each 
person’s situation.  Laws be-
come self-serving not transfor-
mational.  Jesus calls us to love 
God and love people with all 
of our hearts, soul, and minds. 
(Mt. 22:37) That means we are 
to be using our brains to learn 

our daily walk with Christ to 
engage those who would criti-
cize the Christian faith.  Not to 
win an argument, but to win 
people to Christ.  To do so, our 
words must be tempered with 
grace, not bitterness or anger.  
To make our Christian 
worldview known in both 
words and deeds.  I pray that is 
our goal for 2023.  To love 
God and love neighbor so 
much we are willing to share 
graciously our faith with others 
who may not think like us. 

“Apologetics not Apologies”       Pastor Glenn 

SALVATION OFFERED HERE WEEKLY 

Pastor:  502-667-2374 (call or text) 

or:     502-667-2380  

E-mail: gwalker429@gmail.com 

Website: www.graefenburgumc.com 

Follow us on Facebook! 

Graefenburg United Methodist Church  
46 Grafenburg Road  
Frankfort, KY 40601-9634 

To God’s Beloved: 

First 

Class 

Stamp 

Do not be conformed to this present world, but 

be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 

so that you may test and approve what is the 

will of God—what is good and well-pleasing 

and perfect.   Romans 12:2 NET 

PARTING SHOT 

Trash Service platform added as parsonage be-
gins residential trash service. 


