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 Graefenburg United Methodist Church 

46 Grafenburg Road 

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601-9634 

(502) 667-2374 / 2380 

December 5, 2022  

1835 – 2022 

Dear Church Member, 

 After five months of discernment meetings, heartfelt discussions, and 

prayer, our congregation has discerned to go forward with a disaffiliation 

meeting in January.  If 2/3 of the members present vote to disaffiliate, our 

congregation will leave the United Methodist Church and become independent 

for the near term.  The disaffiliation would only be effective after ratification 

by the Kentucky Annual Conference in June 2023. 

 We are not alone in this decision.  Several hundred United Methodist 

Churches across the nation have already disaffiliated and more are headed in 

that direction.  Some are remaining independent; many are joining the 

conservative Global Methodist Church.  At the heart of this exodus is a pattern 

of disregard for our church law as contained in our Book of Discipline. 

 The Book of Discipline, edited every four years by the action of our 

worldwide General Conference, is our binding rule of law and defines the legal 

processes under which our denomination is to operate. This issue came to a 

head during the 2019 Special General Conference where the delegate body 

voted to retain the wording in our Discipline concerning our stand on 

homosexuality.   

The current wording, found in ¶161(F) affirms that “all persons are 

individuals of sacred worth, created in the image of God,” and states our 

denomination’s conservative position on this long-standing issue: “The United 

Methodist Church does not condone the practice of homosexuality and 

considers this practice incompatible with Christian teaching.” This statement 

reflects our understanding of the holy scriptures. 
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Following the legal voting procedure results, some of the progressive 

members of the 2019 General Conference declared openly they would not 

abide by this ruling.  Openly gay pastors continue to perform gay marriages, 

without charges as required by the current Discipline.  From such obvious 

irreconcilable differences among the delegates, the traditionalists then 

supported an addition to the Discipline.  Paragraph ¶2553 was adopted to 

allow any United Methodist Church to disaffiliate from the denomination on 

grounds of conscientious objection to homosexual pastors and marriages.  

This new paragraph also exempts departing churches from ¶2501 or 

“the trust clause,” which requires a local church building to be held “in trust” 

for the United Methodist denomination so a United Methodist congregation 

would always be present in that location. The trust clause means any 

congregation wishing to leave the United Methodist Church must give up their 

building to allow a new church plant to move in.  With the exemption, 

however, departing churches could now keep their property. 

This temporary disaffiliation paragraph expires on 12/31/2023, with 

no guarantee of renewal by the 2024 General Conference.  This brings a sense 

of urgency since churches that disaffiliate after that date would be required to 

give up their church property to the conference, or perhaps negotiate a 

purchase price.  A separation under ¶2553 is not without cost, however. 

As a condition of disaffiliation, this move will cost our local church 

congregation approximately $32,000 in future apportionments and unfunded 

pensions liability.  The payment is to ensure the ongoing stability of connected 

ministries of the denomination during this transition period.  We have until 

May 1, 2023, to provide full payment.  I feel that if we honor God and stay 

true to His word, He will provide. 

I have asked the church not to pay me for the next six months to help 

financially towards the required amount.   

This issue has been a long, tiring road of debates and counterpoints, 

discussion, and voting.  It has often interrupted the business of Annual and 

General Conferences.  An amicable separation is the only choice left. 
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Please be in conversation with God over the coming weeks.  Pray for 

your own discernment in this matter.  No matter your decision, you will still 

be a brother or sister in Christ, and you will still be loved and welcomed.  Let 

the Holy Spirit be your Guide.   

Members on the official church roll will be sent an invitation to the 

disaffiliation meeting when we know the actual date and time.  If you feel led 

to support us financially to meet the required payment amount, know that we 

will be grateful.  I know God returns our kingdom gifts manyfold.   

Your input and insight are welcomed.  Feel free to contact me to discuss 

this matter in more detail.  Be in prayer for your church and church family 

during this critical time. 

By His Grace, 

W. Glenn Walker 

W. Glenn Walker, M. Ed. 
Pastor 
gwalker429@gmail.com 
502.667.2364 cell 
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